
ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON

North Region
63 Winter Street

North Reading. Massachusetts 01864

Rev. Maurice Agbaw Ebai
Saint Anne Parish
290 Jefferson Avenue
Salem, MA 01970

Dear Fr. Maurice,

Please convey my congratulations to your parishioners on the occasion of the 120th
Anniversary of the founding of Saint Anne Parish. There is much to be proud of and grateful to
God for all the blessings these one hundred twenty years. Despite all the changes in Salem, the
Catholic Church, and the world, your mission has remained the same; to proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus.

Saint Anne’s theme, “We Are Family”, is very apparent to all the new ethnic groups that have
been welcomed and found a home there. I always enjoy coming to Saint Anne Parish and
experiencing your beautiful multi-cultural mix of peoples and priests. I am very much looking
forward to the multi-cultural Christmas concert on Saturday, December 11 as I know this will be
a joyful event.

Through the years Saint Anne faced many difficult situations and none more devastating than
the destruction of your beloved church in 1982. Just like the priests and parishioners did then,
you too will face hardships and difficult decisions about property and fundraising, but I pray you
will continue your mission strong in the Lord, to Salem and beyond.

The warm spirit of Saint Anne will continue to welcome all that come to her door, and in that
same spirit, continue to reach out to the people in the area. How wonderful it would be to
welcome those at Salem State University in a more significant way.

Know of my support to all of you and to your priests and staff as you move forward in faith,
hope and love.

Ad multos annos!

a
Bishop Mark O’Connell
Auxiliary Bishop of Boston, North Region
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